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B is for BEIRUT
Beirut, you say? Yes. Beirut. This once-war-
torn capital of Lebanon is now one of the
Med’s brightest stars. Stay at one of two luxe
new hotels, LE GRAY (campbellgrayhotels.
com) or the FOUR SEASONS (fourseasons.
com), whose Grill Room overlooks the yacht-
filled marina. Shop in the souk, take a day
trip to the Roman ruins of Baalbek, stroll
the seaside Corniche (the city’s answer to
La Croisette in Cannes) and, late night, sip
mojitos at the rooftop SkyBar.

D is for THE DESER

Looking for a getaway that"' S equa] pa

r&t TIERRA ATACAl\'IA (nenaarm ama.c om}, in Chile’s a_md
Atacama Desert, hike amid sand dunes and salt flats or go
volcano climbing. Or visit the kasbah-style resort QASR AL
SARAB (anantara.com) in the Liwa Desert {go minutes out-
side Abu Dhabi), where you can take a camel trek that trav
the same scenic route used by ancient Bedouins.

is for AMAN SVETI STEFAN
Singapore-based AMAN RESORTS (amanresorts.com),
whose boutique properties in hot spots like Bali and
Marrakesh have achieved cult-like status, has expanded
its Montenegro eight-room Villa Milocer to include Sveti
Stefan island. The 50-suite Aman Sveti Stefan occupies
the entire 15th-century fortified island, features an open-air Eis for EASTERN &
square with a taverna and an enofeca, and overlooks an ORIENTAL EXPRESS TRAIN

Adriatic pink-sand beach. Pack your sense of nostalgia for a trip aboard
the ORIENT-EXPRESS (orient-express.
com)—the luxury line that evokes the golden
age of train travel. Though the classic Venice
London route still exists, this fall, Orient-
Express will introduce new Southeast Asian
trips aboard the Eastern & Oriental Express
train, including the four-day Tales of Laos
journey, which travels through old Indochin:
and the seven-day Epic Thailand, with stops
Bangkok and Chiang Mai to explore Khme:
temples and elephant-rich national parks.
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