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DUDE, WHERE’S  
MY RANCH?

The Ranch At Rock Creek is heaven in God’s Country.

B Y  M A R C O  M E D R A N O

ELLIMAN
Road Trip

BACK IN THE SADDLE  
With 75 horses, guests at The 
Ranch At Rock Creek can 
explore the 6,600 acres and 
miles of trails on horseback and 
become immersed in the riding 
culture of Western Montana, 
just like these wranglers.

umor me, won’t you, and jump into the 
backseat of our chauffeured Silver Spur. 
Or in this case, a tricked-out, off-road-
capable gunmetal gray Cadillac Escalade. 

What do you get when you merge a 
luxury-obsessed Bentley-driving city slicker 
with a Spaghetti-Western-lovin’ patriarch 
whose standard travel experience rarely 
dips below a Four Seasons Hotel? A private, 

five-star Southwestern Montana ranch with 
every imaginable amenity and activity you 
could dream of, that’s what. And, now, that 
fantasy of Big Sky country is rolled out—like 
a red carpet, that is—just for you. The Ranch 
At Rock Creek is an all-inclusive ranch resort 
originally built for a mogul’s friends and family 
to have year-round fun. So, before you start 
smirking or passing judgment, realize that 

this luxury dude ranch is the only (yes, the 
only) guest ranch to receive a five-star rating 
from Forbes Travel Guide, living up fully to 
its impossibly high standards as a Relais & 
Château property.

Straight talk: The Ranch At Rock Creek is 
God’s Country. The clean, clear Montana air, 
rolling green hills, sunrises, sunsets and the 
rushing streams of pure snow runoff can’t 
go without notice. It’s simply stunning—the 
overwhelming beauty all around you stops 
you dead in your tracks. Every bit of nature 
we city-dwellers have forgotten—given our 
concrete-jungle everyday reality—is served 
up here in spades. But first and foremost, 
the ranch is a luxury hospitality destination, 
resort and spa. And the all-inclusive feature 
(service charges built in) allows everyone to 



88 S U M M E R  2 0 1 6 89ELLIMAN

Ranch Dressing The Ranch At Rock Creek 
offers a plethora of activities and the outfits  
to match; (OPPOSITE) Scenes from around  
The Ranch include fly fishing, the interior of  
a luxe ‘glamping’ cabin, Chef Drage at The  
Blue Canteen and the resort’s signature pool.

pick and choose their own activities freely, 
while the staff focuses on white-glove service 
and your ongoing satisfaction.

Aside from being the perfect corporate 
retreat for morale boosting, team building and 
camaraderie, The Ranch At Rock Creek also 
makes an ideal family or couples getaway that 
lets you experience the outdoors without 
sacrificing creature comforts. Truthfully, though, 
this ranch is even better if you’re flying solo, 
for you can simply dine, spa, shoot, ride, sleep, 
repeat—all day, every day. Clay-shooting 
with rifles and fly-fishing were my surprising 
favorites. I was also pretty darn good at target 
practice with a handgun. Zip-lining? But of 
course. And, unlike other drive-up horse 
ranches, here you can schedule riding activities 
multiple times a day. Get your yoga on with 
the ranch guru or yogi-trek with horses to the 
top of a gorgeous peak. Mountain bike, trail 
ride or hike some of the prettiest back roads 
created just for you. In winter months, you can 
snowmobile, snowshoe or horseback ride—
there’s so much fun stuff to do.

My “room” is a converted barn called the 
The Loft, complete with a chandeliered bath 
suite that includes a claw-foot tub, and river 
rock shower and DIRECTV. Heaven. The 
Granite Lodge of “The Big House,” or the 
enormous main structure where many of the 

secluded guest rooms are located, is close to 
most of your dining options and communal 
spaces. The ranch’s overall aesthetic is tasteful 
luxury and—thankfully—doesn’t hit you over 
the head with kitsch (this is no Western-
themed Disney park). The Granite Lodge 
Great Room is a remarkable setting in which 
to unwind, catch up with new friends and 
for me, enjoy a terrifically muddled Old 
Fashioned before or after the meal. The 
cuisine is gastronomical heaven, as each day 
is a sublime dining experience culled from 
the best regional offerings with farm-to-table 
delicacies cooked to perfection. The Granite 
Lodge Dining Room is country-elegant, 
with a roaring fire and views of the majestic 
Rockies. The Silver Dollar Saloon’s full bar is 
a place you’ll want to visit every night. With a 
wine list that rivals Le Cirque’s, you’ll only go 
off the “all-inclusive” list if you insist on the 
rarest Cristal Rosé Brut 1742, purchased at 
a Christie’s auction. Under the same saloon 
roof, there’s an elegant media room where 
you can order any movie you desire, play 
shuffleboard, billiards, board games and, wait 
for it…bowl! And, yes, you can have as many 
practice rolls as you want! The gift shop, if, 
say, you brought the wrong ten-gallon hat, 
is expansive and well stocked with tasteful 
country-couture denim, suede, leather and 
even faux leather.

As if that’s not enough: The Granite Spa 
is certainly no afterthought. What you’ll find 
here is a dedicated staff of wellness experts 
in a very roomy facility that boasts a well-
planned service menu featuring massages 
aimed at relaxing the body after any of 
the ranch’s strenuous activities. I chose a 
customized combo facial (with microcurrent) 
and the Raindrop Therapy essential oil spinal 
treatment and massage, which took me to 
the center of my soul—my goodness, that 
was special. As an added treat, the spa’s retail 
products are made with locally harvested 
ingredients and include brands such as Sage 
& Cedar, red flower, doTERRA and Phyt’s.

My time spent at this dude ranch was 
nothing short of life-affirming and revelatory. I 
cannot recommend it highly enough. As a city 
slicker in the middle of God’s Country, The 
Ranch At Rock Creek has me saying, “Amen!” 


