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felt fairly pleased with my success. I had stripped on my 
pole, and then spent some time nymphing in my rather 
unusual outfit. Hey, it’s not what you’re thinking! I was 
standing in the cool, rushing waters of Rock Creek near 
Philipsburg, Montana, in my first-ever fly-fishing class. I was 

rubbered up in waders to keep me warm and dry. Maybe not my 
best look, but it worked well enough for me to cast my nymphs 
(wet flies) and catch two cutthroat trout, which I giggled over like 
a schoolgirl and then promptly released. 

It was my first time in Montana, and while I didn’t catch the 
fishing bug, I did fall in love with the all-inclusive five-star Ranch 
at Rock Creek in Southwestern Montana. It was the realization of a 
dream for owner Jim Manley, who perused more than 500 ranches 
before purchasing the property in 2007. The luxurious property 
is set at the base of the John Long Mountains on 6,600 acres 
bordering the Deer Lodge National Forest.

During warm months, guests swim, fish, horseback ride, play 
paintball, and mountain bike. They can go on a stagecoach ride, try 
their hand at the archery course or go hiking. One trail takes you 
to a beautiful spot called the Top of the World, a great setting for 
a picnic. During the winter, guests can hit the slopes at a nearby 
mountain, snowmobile, cross-country ski or ice skate. 

All activities are booked at the Rod & Gun Club, which offers 
guests the choice of four shooting ranges for a variety of sport 

shooting — or get a team together and gear up for a paintball 
competition. New activities this year are geocaching, heli 
adventures, seasonal wing shooting (bird hunting) and a ropes 
course. 

To fuel all this fabulous fun, the kitchen, run by talented 
Chef Josh Drage, turns out delicious fare, using local produce 
and products, like lemon ricotta blueberry pancakes, organic 
cheeseburgers, kale salad and a sweet potato sandwich. Regional 
favorites such as elk and salmon can be paired with choice 
selections from the ranch’s outstanding wine list.

Fortunately, my accommodations were about a 10-minute 
walk away, as I needed a little exercise after indulging in the 

Ranch cuisine. I was in one of 
eight “glamping” tents, cozy 
hideaways with front porches 
facing Rock Creek. Other 
accommodations include 
holiday homes, and rooms in 
Granite Lodge, located on the 
other side of the creek. At the 
Ranch at Rock Creek, the river 
really does run through it.   

          —Jan Schroder 
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CRAZY ABOUT CABOT
My fiancé and I recently had the pleasure of visiting 

the most picturesque town of Inverness on the West 
Coast of Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia. 

Snuggled up against the beautiful blue waters of the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, Inverness is quiet and peaceful and 
home to one of the world’s best golf courses, Cabot Links. 

With the help of our caddy, A.R., whose knowledge of 
the ever-changing conditions on the course is an integral 
and key component of true links golf, we set forth on not 
just another round of golf, but on an adventure. We were 
quickly captivated by the rugged terrain, the contours of 
the fairways, the deceiving innocence of the greens and 
the mesmerizing panoramic view of the Gulf. 

Each hole demanded creativity and presented its 
many challenges, yet the thrill of battling the wind and 
the deep, winding curvature of the fairways was often 
matched with the sheer pleasure of just being there 
among it all. 

Retreating to the Cabot Bar for cocktails by the 18th 
green while being hypnotized by the glorious sunset of 
reds, yellows and blues was absolutely heavenly. 

Relaxing in the comfortable, modern and sleek 
accommodations, fitted with luxurious bath products and 
Frette bathrobes, was the perfect transition from day to 
night. We ended our day with a short stroll to Panorama 
Restaurant, where we enjoyed the pleasure of each other’s 
company, vast views of the course and the waters beyond, 
and dining at its finest.       — Sophia McGuire

“If there is a heaven for me, I’m sure it has a beach attached 
to it,” said the fun-loving troubadour Jimmy Buffett. I 
share his sentiments, and being a native and resident of 
the Southeast, I have access to many beaches that are 
delightful to visit year-round.  

Jekyll Island Club Hotel Set 
on the smallest of Georgia’s 
barrier islands, the Jekyll Island 
Club Hotel was referred to in 
1904 as “the richest, the most 
exclusive, the most inaccessible 
club in the world.” Fortunately, 
this former millionaire’s retreat is 
now open to anyone wanting to 
enjoy its beautiful grounds and 
participate in activities 
such as boating, fishing, 

swimming or day trips to nearby islands like Cumberland, 
St. Simons Island or Sapelo. Our favorite activity was riding 
the complimentary bikes all around the seven-mile-long 
island and over wetlands to Driftwood Beach, where 
giant driftwood trees rest like nature’s sculptures on the 
deserted beach. www. jekyllclub.com 
Wild Dunes Resort Wild Dunes on the Isle of Palms 
in South Carolina has plenty to do right on-site, with 
beautiful beaches, tennis, golf, water sports and fishing. 
The resort offers many packages and excursions, 
including photography tours and a new Discover 
Charleston Package, which is just about 20 minutes 
away. We opted to try the new Quenby Creek Blackwater 
Paddle. This guided kayak tour, which started about 
a 45-minute drive from the resort, took us through 
marshlands by an old rice plantation through the Francis 

Marion National Park.  
www.wilddunes.com  
Sandpearl Resort The first silver 
LEED certified resort in Florida, 
Sandpearl Resort is a four-diamond 
luxury resort in Clearwater Beach 
with gorgeous, wide beaches, a 
lovely spa and a warm welcome 

accompanied by a glass of Champagne at check-in. 
Guests can enjoy lounging in Adirondack chairs and making 
S’mores over the fire pit. Close by is the Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium, where we met Winter, whose story inspired the  
Dolphin Tale movies. We explored the town of Clearwater on two 
wheels when we set off on the 7.5-mile Segway Adventure along 
the boardwalk, over the Clearwater Memorial Causeway.  
www.sandpearl.com 

Longboat Key I hadn’t picked up a tennis racquet 
since the 20th century, but the pros at The Resort 
at Longboat Key Club near Sarasota, Florida had 
me back in the swing of things in no time. Healthy 
travel is a particular focus at this four-diamond 
resort, which offers wellness packages that include 
a nutritional consultation, health-focused meals, spa 
treatments, and classes outdoors and in the newly 
renovated Mind & Motion Studio. 

Guests can also enjoy exercising while playing 
any of the 45 holes of championship golf, strolling 
along the beach, or exploring the many shops and restaurants of 
charming nearby St. Armands Circle in Sarasota.   
www.longboatkeyclub.com               —Jan Schroder 
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Beach Resorts, Southern Style

“I would rather own 
little and see the world 

than own the world  
and see little of it” 

ON TOP OF ThE WORLd IN MONTANA

www.theranchatrockcreek.com   

 —Unknown

I
 www.cabotlodge.com
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