
Cozy up in high-Country Cabins, barns and lodges
classic Rustic style 
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dancing shadows on the rough-hewn beams 
overhead as you relax into the bear hug of a 
deep leather armchair and contemplate the 
frosty copper Moscow-Mule-filled mug in 
your hand. Tomorrow you will ride a horse 
across a mountain meadow, and maybe 
even catch a fish in a clear blue stream. No, 
you’re not dreaming. You’ve just checked in 
to The Ranch at Rock Creek. And your big 
city worries are simply not welcome here.

It’s no accident that The Ranch at Rock 
Creek, with its wildly beautiful Northwest-
ern Montana location and quintessentially 
rustic-Americana architecture and décor, 
feels like a vision of Western perfection. 
This remote and luxurious destination is 
the culmination of its owner’s childhood 
fantasy—to one day have his very own 
ranch. So, after building a career in hedge 
funds and investment banking, Jim Man-
ley headed West, to take on the serious 
challenge of finding just the right place to 
build his dream ranch.

And here it is in all its glory: The Ranch 
at Rock Creek is a loving ode to the Old 
West. It may offer every high-end amenity 
(even garnering the prestigious imprima-
tur of Relais & Chateaux), but this rustic, 
all-inclusive guest ranch has a familiar 
nostalgia with a sweet touch of sentimen-
tality that makes even grown-up guests 
feel like happy kids again. 

 

 The glow of The crackling fire 
on a cool MonTana nighT casTs   

TOP: The ranch lures anglers with 4 miles 
of water frontage. RIGHT: Elegant twists on 
Western design motifs pop up in every room. 
FAR RIGHT: Wild surroundings don’t mean that 
luxury is sacrificed. FACING PAGE: Exploring 
the John Long Mountains on horseback.

Rustic Relaxation
THE RANCH AT ROCk CREEk, A REMOTE ANd LuxuRIOus MONTANA GETAWAy, 
ENCOuRAGEs GuEsTs TO sAddLE uP ANd PuRsuE THE WEsTERN dREAM 
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Ranch  Activities 

rustic, but far from rough  Creekside “luxury canvas cabins” offer posh glamping accommodations, 
with cozy rustic camp-style furnishings and gas fireplaces, private baths, screen porches and decks. FACING PAGE, 
FROM TOP: Picnics on mountaintops are absolutely encouraged at The Ranch at Rock Creek. Executive Chef Josh 
drage takes advantage of abundant organic and locally sourced ingredients to create decadent culinary delights.
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horseback riding  blaze a trail or ride in 
the arena on one of the ranch’s herd of 70-plus 
horses. beginners are welcome, and all levels 
of instruction are offered. If you’re one of those 
folks who like a little “wild” with your West, 
lessons in barrel racing and pole bending are 
available for experienced riders. Weekly Tuesday 
morning rodeos take place on the ranch during 
the summer season, featuring real local cowboys 
and cowgirls showing their stuff. Wagon,  
carriage and sleigh rides are available too. 

shooting  The on-site Rod & Gun Club  
will outfit you for the firing range, where skilled 
ranch staff oversee a target shooting program 
that aims to please beginners as well as experi-
enced shotgunners. The sporting clays program 
teaches both fundamental skills and safety.  
Paintball is a more playful option, and the ranch 
supplies protective clothing and gear before 
sending you off onto the ranch’s extensive 
wooded slopes and sagebrush flats.

Fishing  Rock Creek is home to seven 
species of fish, including rainbow, brown and 
cutthroat trout, and claims one of Montana’s 
highest fish counts. The ranch will set you up 
with rods, reels, waders and flies, and then their 
licensed and trained fishing guides will show 
you where the fish are biting. Five spring-fed 
trout ponds are also stocked by the ranch, so 
your chances of catching (and releasing, which 
is compulsory) are good. The salmonfly hatch 
lasts from May into July, and a special spring 
Fly Fishing Package is available.

above & beyond  From snowmobiles and 
ATVs to hot air balloons and helicopters, The 
Ranch at Rock Creek offers an exciting array of 
vehicles to lift your spirits and let you explore. 
sightseeing excursions are tailored to your  
interests, and expert guides organize custom  
heli-adventures to wilderness waterways, 
national parks and beyond, for once-in-a-lifetime 
thrills. Overnight backcountry camping excur-
sions and multi-day heli-fishing expeditions are 
also possible. Additional charges apply.
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big sky beauty RIGHT: Trapper Cabin is 
quiet and private, overlooking Rock Creek. bE-
LOW: The ranch’s 6,600 acres welcome hikers. 
bOTTOM: Casual food is served in a fresh-air 
setting at the blue Canteen. FACING PAGE: 
Newly-built but artfully weathered, the Granite 
Lodge is the rambling, rustic heart of the ranch. 

IF YOU GO The Ranch at Rock Creek is located in a remote area 
near Philipsburg, Montana. Missoula International Airport (MsO) 
is about a 90-minute drive, and airport transfers are available for 
an additional fee. Once guests arrive, they can park their cars and 
their wallets. Each guest is given a bicycle to ride around the dirt 
roads of the ranch, and most activities within the complex can 
also easily be reached on foot. 

PRICE POINT A selection of beautifully designed lodge rooms, 
private log homes, luxury canvas cabins and a restored barn are 
available. Fully inclusive rates start at $850/night and cover three 
daily meals (including picnic lunches), most activities, entertain-
ment (including bowling in the silver dollar saloon) and snacks, 
beverages, beer, wine and cocktails. 

CONTACT theranchatrockcreek.com 

42      ML  |   September/October 2014

Ph
o

to
s 

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

th
e 

ra
n

c
h

 a
t 

ro
c

k 
c

re
ek


	TRRC cover
	TRRC article

