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Rent a private resort reserved 
exclusively for you and your guests

W ay back yonder, when 
women wore shoulder pads 
and men thought mullets 

were fashionable, Sir Richard Branson 
first hit upon the idea of renting out his 
favourite holiday home, Necker Island, 
to individuals willing to part with 
$5,500 per night for the privilege of 
having the whole island to themselves. 
30 years on, that price now starts at 
$65,000 per night for up to 30 guests. 
And no longer is Branson alone. 
Buyouts have redefined ultra-luxury 
holidays, and whether it’s unspoiled 
white-sand beaches or an ancient 
estate you’re after, these secluded and 
bespoke getaways reward your family 
and friends with the ultimate escape. 
Here are some of the best…
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 One of the most 
finely preserved 
Tudor period 
mansions 

The Brando, Tetiaroa Island
For centuries, Marlon Brando’s island 
hideaway has been inaccessible to the 
general public. This secluded enclave is 
a favoured retreat of Tahitian royalty 
and its ultra-luxurious resort features 
35 private villas for all your friends 
and family. With a minimum stay of 
three nights, an all-inclusive package 
for a buyout is around $140,000 
per night, excluding taxes. With 
access to the island by private plane, 
it is breathtakingly beautiful and 
frequented by sea turtles and exotic 
birds. One of the finest eco-friendly 
resorts in the world, The Brando hardly 
leaves a carbon footprint, but will leave 
a lasting impression on your heart.  
thebrando.com

Rock Creek, Montana
Surrounded by Western Montana’s 
rugged valleys, this authentic 19th 
Century homestead combines the 
Wild West with lavish all-inclusive 
amenities. Snack on fresh cookies in 
one of the rustic log cabins or roast 
marshmallows over the bonfire with 
friends. Learn how to fly fish on a Blue 
Ribbon trout stream and experience 
awe-inspiring views on horseback. 
This month, get into the holiday spirit 
and enjoy on-site snowshoeing, horse 
drawn sleigh rides and ice-skating. As 
the world’s only Forbes Travel Guide 
Five-Star ranch, peak season buyout 
rates for up to 95 guests are $104,500, 
excluding a 20 per cent ranch fee. 
theranchatrockcreek.com

Three Bees, Harbour Island
Overlooking pink-sand beaches and 
crystal clear waters, Three Bees is 
an extravagant villa compound for 
groups of up to 26 guests. Situated on 
one of the most enticing islands in the 
Bahamas, privacy and anonymity is an 
unspoken law. It is known to be one of 
the most sought-after destinations for 
international business magnates and 
celebrities who are after a peaceful and 
low profile holiday. The starting price 
is $150,000 for seven nights, which 
covers the resort’s 20 staff and access 
to the owner’s 37-foot state-of-the-art 
speedboat. Deep-sea fishing excursions, 
unlimited spa treatments, golf carts 
and off-road quad bikes are just a 
few of the fabulous facilities on offer. 
threebeesvilla.com

Velaa Private Island, Maldives
There are many private islands in 
the Maldives, but only a few of them 
are truly exclusive and owned by 
one person. This 43-villa Maldivian 
resort was built from scratch for $200 
million and guarantees an unparalleled 
bespoke and personalized service. 
Visitors can enjoy an astonishingly 
good restaurant, private pools and a 
variety of activities, including tennis, 
golf and watersports. There is much 
to do on the turtle-shaped island, 
including snorkeling and diving at its 
multi-coloured coral reef. Located in 
the magnificent Noonu Atoll, it is an 
exceptional luxury retreat. Designed 
and curated with privacy and comfort 
in mind, it was built using local 
materials. velaaprivateisland.com

Somerleyton, Suffolk
Set in a 5,000 acre estate, Somerleyton 
Hall is widely acclaimed as one of the 
most finely preserved Tudor period 
mansions. Boasting stunning views of 
the surrounding parkland, two floors 
were recently refurbished and twelve 
plush bedrooms are now available 
for buyouts. The cost of a two-night 
stay starts at $23,000. Guests enjoy 
exclusive use of the main house, 
including its historic library and 
extensive book collection. Afternoon 
tea is available in any of the multiple 
drawing rooms for those after a mid-
afternoon tipple with scones, jam and 
clotted cream. Even Lady Mary Crawley 
would be impressed by the yew hedge 
maze, littered with ornate iron and 
glass greenhouses. somerleyton.co.uk
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