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Hotels are a personal thing. Do you like your bed plush and pillow-topped or firm and 
made of memory foam? Room service in bed or a six-course meal at the Michelin-

starred restaurant downstairs? A terrace that opens onto the Mediterranean or floor-
to-ceiling window views of Manhattan? Trying to pick the objective “best” hotels in the 
world is impossible, so we asked leading lights in entertainment, literature, design, and 
food to share their favorites. We have a feeling some of their choices will soon be yours. 
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L’HÔTEL&LUMIÈRE
A fantastically 
chandeliered 

dining room at 
Paris’s Plaza 

Athénée
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John Leguizamo
ACTOR﹐+BLOODLINE﹐+SEASON+/+OUT+NOW+ON+NETFLIX﹔+
THE*INFILTRATOR﹐+OUT+JULY+9:
I first went as a little kid to the Hotel Charleston 
Santa Teresa, on Colombia’s Caribbean coast. It’s 
an old convent turned into a hotel. Latin people are 
classy, charming, world-traveled, and this place is 
full of sophisticated people. The rooms overlook 
the ocean or the courtyard, and the rooftop has the 
first infinity pool I ever saw, and from up there you 
can see all the cupolas and terra-cotta roofs and 
churches from the 1600s. They serve breakfast on 
the courtyard with these frothy drinks, limonadas de 
coco—I’d have like 10 of them. And arepas de huevo, 
these deep-fried corn cakes with an egg inside. It’s in 
the old part of the city, where there are no cars—you 
take horse-and-carriage rides at night by candlelight, 
and you get these kids dancing from the barrios in 
the squares, old mapalé y cumbia. This place was 
built out of stone, and stones stand the test of time. 

EMMA!STRAUB!
AUTHOR﹐+MODERN*LOVERS

I have always loved 
hotels—the sheets seem 

softer, the shampoo seems 
fancier, the pastries seem 
flakier. By far the nicest 
hotel I’ve ever stayed 

in was the Ritz Carlton
on Central Park South. 
My in-laws put us up for 
two nights surrounding 
our wedding, and it was 
glorious. I stole so much 

of the Frédéric Fekkai hair 
products and hand lotion 
that I haven’t run out yet, 
and I’ve been married for 

going on eight years. 

ALEXIS BITTAR
DESIGNER+AND+CEO﹐+

ALEXIS+BITTAR+JEWELRY
My first thought when 
I came to the St. Regis 
Bahia Beach in Puerto 

Rico was, “I found my new 
second home, no need to 
take another mortgage.” 
Now I go at least twice a 
year to reboot. It’s a per-
fect blend of nature and 

privacy. The hotel sits on a 
nature preserve, and I love 
to clear my head and take 
walks through the woods 

and trails or along the 
private beach in seclusion. 
It never feels crowded—

you always feel like you’re 
one of only a few people 
staying in the hotel, even 
when it’s completely sold 
out. And being a recent 
parent, it’s also set up to 
be incredibly kid-friendly 
while still maintaining the 
elegance you want. On 

the beach, they bring cribs 
so your children can take 
naps under an umbrella 

while you bask in the sun. 
Talk about chic!
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Danielle Steel
AUTHOR﹐,MAGIC
The Hôtel du Cap-Eden-Roc, in Cap d’Antibes, in the South 
of France, is the best hotel I have ever come across. Luxurious, 
elegant, impeccable service, exquisite rooms, splendid gardens, 
fabulous food, private cabanas. An unforgettable experience, 
where I was spoiled beyond belief in beautiful surroundings. 

CARLA HALL 
CO-HOST﹐,ABC’S,THE)CHEW﹔,

CHEF/PARTNER﹐,
CARLA,HALL’S,

SOUTHERN,KITCHEN
I’m a big fan of The 

Lodge at Woodloch, in 
the Poconos. I have to 
travel so much in work-

related capacities that it’s 
wonderful to have such 

an amazing place located 
only a hop, skip, and a 

jump from New York City. 
It’s like going to camp for 

grown-ups—there’s so 
much to do. My husband 
and I take yoga classes, 

we hike, we do pen-and-
ink classes, watercolor 
classes—things that are 

about self-discovery and 
learning new things 

about each other. Also, 
the food is delicious—

they have a farm where 
they grow many of their 

vegetables—and the 
portions are perfect, 
so you can indulge 
without any guilt!

Martina Hingis
TENNIS,PLAYER﹐,﹟:,IN,THE,WORLD﹐,WTA,TOUR,DOUBLES
I stayed at The New York Edition recently for a 
sightseeing and Broadway weekend getaway. The 
room has this cool loft feeling to it, so it’s almost 
like you’re in your own place instead of a hotel 
room. For the first time, I felt like I was living in 
NYC and part of the Big Apple and all it has to offer. 

JONATHAN LEE
AUTHOR﹐,HIGH)DIVE

My favorite hotel has to be 
The Grand in Brighton, a 
beautiful white wedding 
cake of a building facing 

out onto the English Chan-
nel, full of faded seaside 
glamour. There’s English 
tea and cakes, beautiful 

furniture, luxurious rooms 
with broad views of the 
pebbled beach below. 

There’s history here, too, 
beneath the calm perfec-
tion of the service. I spent 
four years working on a 
novel—High Dive—about 
the day in 1984 when the 
hotel was bombed by the 
Provisional Irish Republi-

can Army in an attempt to 
assassinate Prime Minister 

Margaret Thatcher. The 
IRA hadn’t counted on the 
old Victorian walls being 

quite so well-built.
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Mary Higgins Clark
AUTHOR﹐)AS#TIME#GOES#BY
Plaza Athénée in Paris is the ultimate in luxury 
and comfort. Of course, it is also very expensive, 
but that goes along with the beautiful rooms and 
impeccable service.
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Richard Russo 
AUTHOR﹐(EVERYBODY’S)FOOL)
On the bedside table of Le Sirenuse, 
a five-star hotel in Positano, on 
Italy’s Amalfi Coast, you’ll find a 
small volume by John Steinbeck that 
recounts his stay there in the 1950s. 
But he’s not the only writer who’s 
stayed there down the years. In fact, 
owner Antonio Sersale has a thing for 

writers, hosting a literary conference 
there each spring. When my wife and 
I visited, Jim Shepard, Dani Shapiro, 
Hannah Tinti, and Karen Russell 
were also in residence. Most of the 
rooms have breathtaking views of the 
cove and the cliffs that rise straight 
up out of the sea. Almost as amazing 
is the food, starting each morning 
with a not-to-be-believed breakfast 

buffet—an array of pastries, cheeses, 
charcuterie, and Mediterranean 
fruits. If it weren’t Positano, you’d be 
tempted never to leave the hotel, but 
it is, and you do. These, one senses, 
are the same rocks from which the 
sirens once called to Ulysses, though 
I don’t think he stayed at the hotel. 
Anyway, there was no book of his on 
the nightstand.
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Bobbi Brown
MAKEUP'ARTIST'AND'FOUNDER﹐'
BOBBI'BROWN'COSMETICS'
There are so many things I love about 
the U.K.: the people, the accents, the 
Union Jack flag, and the traditions, 
including afternoon tea. One of my 
absolute favorite hotels is London’s 
Connaught Hotel. It’s heavenly and 
quintessentially English. They offer 
the best selection of teas, especially 
the ginger tea that they brew from 
thin-sliced ginger root. I always have a 
cup—or three. And I even get my own 
butler during my stay. I first visited the 
U.K. in 1979 when I graduated college, 
and when I visit now, it really brings 
back memories of first starting out in 
the beauty industry. 

ETGAR KERET
AUTHOR﹐'THE$SEVEN$

GOOD$YEARS'
If hotels are like a partner, 
you could certainly find 
one that is richer and 

more pampering than the 
Ambassade, in Amster-
dam. But what we fall for 
is character, and I’ve yet 
to meet a hotel that has 
more. After visiting it for 

15 years, I’m still surprised 
and delighted every time I 
get a new room. Each one 
seems different, like a doll-
house decorated with fine 

and modest taste.

Lara Spencer
CO-ANCHOR﹐'GOOD$MORNING$AMERICA$
We were only at Parrot Cay in Turks and Caicos for four days, but 
it felt like 10. I don’t think I’ve slept that well in years. The breeze 
blowing at night, the sound of the water—it was heavenly. I had a 
massage next to the pool by the beach, and the sound of the ocean 
and warm sun made an incredible massage even better. The 
cocktails were made with the freshest fruit, which was delicious—
and a little dangerous!

MICHELLE SMITH
DESIGNER﹐'MILLY'

At the breathtaking Hotel 
Santa Caterina, in Amalfi, 
I always book a beautifully 
appointed corner room 
with an enormous wrap-

around terrace—big 
enough to throw a party! 

But, of course, no party for 
me. I cherish this time for 
relaxation. I like to throw 

open the doors to the ter-
race and enjoy the gentle 
sea breeze and gaze out 
at the sweeping moonlit 
views of the Mediterra-

nean as I drift off to sleep.

NATALIE MORALES
ACTOR'

We arrived at The Kurà 
Hotel in Uvita, Costa 

Rica, at night. It was dark, 
it was raining, and to get 
to the hotel you need a 
4x4. Because of the tor-

rential rain, our tires were 
spinning out, and we’d get 
stuck on the way up the 
mountain—I felt like I was 
in a scene from Jurassic 
Park, and I kept waiting 

for some dinosaur to pop 
out of the jungle. But then 
they opened up their big 
wooden gate, and it was 

absolutely paradise. I 
never wanted to leave.
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STEPHANIE DANLER
AUTHOR﹐(SWEETBITTER

Anyone living in New York 
City knows the secret to 
survival is escaping it. I go 
to the Catskills, two hours 

north of the city, again 
and again for the space 
to breathe and time to 

write. The Spruceton Inn
is a tiny “bed and bar” in 

a quiet, pristine mountain 
valley in the Catskills. I 
could spend weeks up 

there reading, hiking, soak-
ing in the creek, and it’s a 
short drive to ridiculously 
sophisticated food and 
wine—Brushland Eating 
House in Bovina Center 
and Brunette in Kingston 
and of course the legend-
ary Phoenicia Diner—that 
I could happily eat every 

day of my life.

Linda Cardellini
ACTOR﹐(BLOODLINE﹐-SEASON(-(OUT(NOW(ON(NETFLIX
Several years ago I went to the St. Regis Bora Bora on a babymoon. 
I didn’t even realize those existed at the time, but I’m grateful that 
I had one. When you land at the airport, a gorgeous yacht from the 
resort picks you up and takes you to the property. Even the boat 
ride to the resort is breathtaking. From that moment on, you have 
to pinch yourself, because you are in paradise. The staff makes you 
feel like royalty, and the grounds are pristine. Our room was over 
the ocean and had several sections of glass floor that looked down 
onto the crystal clear turquoise waters. We could watch the tropical 
fish swim below us—or take turns taking pictures of each other 
floating on rafts under our room.

NOELLE SCAGGS
SINGER-SONGWRITER﹐(

FITZ(AND(THE(TANTRUMS﹐(
WHO(JUST(RELEASED(THEIR(

SELF-TITLED(ALBUM(

I fell in love with the 
NoMad Hotel in New 

York the first time I 
stayed there. It immedi-

ately felt like home: warm 
and comforting, luxuri-

ous without feeling stuffy 
or pretentious. I love the 

interior design, which 
takes on a nostalgic-
yet-punk ambience. 

There’s the Kona-colored 
hardwood floors, Persian 

rugs, and—my favorite 
touch—a clawfoot 

bathtub beckoning you 
to fall into its embrace 

before you even unpack 
your suitcase.

Laurent Tourondel
EXECUTIVE(CHEF﹐(L’AMICO(AND(
THE(VINE(IN(NEW(YORK(CITY(

The Four Seasons Resort 
Chiang Mai, in Northern 

Thailand, is breathtaking. 
The hotel is surrounded 

by endless greenery 
and beautiful rice 

fields, and it feels 
as though you’re in a 
secluded paradise. BE

N
O

IT
<L

IN
ER

O
<=N

O
M

A
D

>?<
A

LE
XA

N
D

ER
<T

A
M

A
RG

O
/G

ET
TY

<IM
AG

ES
<=C

A
RD

EL
LI

N
I>?

<S
A

M
<P

O
LC

ER
<=T

O
U

RO
N

D
EL

>

RHAP0716_063_FT_MyBestStay.indd   70 6/9/16   12:49 PM

FEATURE

JULY 2016    71

Emily St. John Mandel 
AUTHOR﹐(STATION'ELEVEN
I find that in memory even the best 
hotels have a way of blurring together, 
a composite of details: I recall the 
view from the Pier One in Sydney, the 
tiled floors of Le Sirenuse, the scented 
lobbies of the Langham but could tell 
you very little else about any of these 
properties. The place that stands out 
clearest in memory isn’t quite a hotel. 
Point No Point Resort is a collection 
of log cabins on the wild southwest 
coast of Vancouver Island, each with a 
great deal of privacy and an ocean view 
from the deck. I have perhaps some 
sentimental attachment to the place—
my grandparents stayed there in the 
’50s—but I’ve never stayed anywhere 
more tranquil or more beautiful.

Kaskade
SINGER﹐(SONGWRITER﹐(DJ﹐(PRODUCER
Any good hotel can make you feel pampered, but when a room is 
designed so immaculately that you start taking photographs of the 
walls, then you know you’ve reached a new level. Myconian 
Utopia in Mykonos is insanely unique. It’s classic Mediter-
ranean but with a modern twist. The view is ridiculous. 
There’s an infinity pool on the side of a rock, looking 
down onto a beach. It’s one of those things you cannot 
even imagine unless you’ve put your eyes on it. The resort 
is so lush and romantic that it would be a disappointment 
not to have someone you love with you there. My wife was able 
to join me, so that made it all that much better. 

LAIRD HUNT
AUTHOR﹐(NEVERHOME

It has been a number of 
years since my wife and 
I visited the Hôtel Les 

Roches Rouges in Piana, 
north of Ajaccio, on the 

west coast of Corsica, but 
I return there often in my 
mind. The memory is very 
clear. We spent the morn-

ing climbing up to the 
16th-century Genovese 
watchtower on Cappu 

Rossu, then the afternoon 
swimming at the gorgeous 

Plage d’Arone, before 
driving up the winding 
roads to Piana and the 
worn elegance of Les 

Roches Rouges. There, 
on its handsome terrace, 
with good Champagne 
to sip and fresh peanuts 
to nibble and dinner in 
the grand dining room 

waiting for us, we watched 
the sun go down over the 
eponymous red-rock cliffs 
and the Mediterranean’s 
seemingly endless blue. M
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NATE BERKUS
INTERIOR,DESIGNER,

AND,AUTHOR
Nothing is more quintes-
sential New York than a 

stay at The Carlyle Hotel. 
There’s a lot of special 
things about it, like the 
monogrammed pillows, 
personalized for each 

guest. And ordering room 
service in bed while enjoy-

ing a bird’s-eye view of 
Manhattan—it’s the best. 

RIKI LINDHOME
ACTOR,AND,CO-CREATOR﹐,

ANOTHER(PERIOD﹐(
SEASON,5,OUT,NOW,ON,

COMEDY,CENTRAL
The Fasano Punta del 
Este in Uruguay made 

me feel transported and 
refreshed. I went with my 
friend Natasha Leggero 
a few years ago to totally 

unplug. The feeling is com-
plete escape combined 
with complete luxury. It’s 
a sanctuary of tranquility 
with the most decadent 
food, wine, and service. 
Whenever you ask for 

something, someone will 
just say, “Of course!” One 

day, we called to see if 
they had bicycles. Five 

minutes later they brought 
two bikes to our door. 
Hands down, the best 

vacation of my life.

Albert Hammond Jr.
MUSICIAN,,
In 2011, I stayed at the Amanyara, in 
Turks and Caicos. I had saved up and 
decided to blow it all on one vacation. 
The room had its own pool, and the 
staff-to-clientele ratio is so big that 
you don’t see anyone—ever—except 
for staff. There’s always someone to 
help you, but it never feels annoy-
ing. It’s kind of invisible—like 
ninja service. I did run into David 
Walliams from Little Britain 
when I was there. He told 
me that over New Year’s, 
Prince was there, and Rid-
ley Scott and Bryan Ferry 
from Roxy Music. The only 
reason I’m saying this is 
because my surroundings 
and how I hang out is 
nothing on that level! So 
the fact that I was there, I 
just found it all very funny.

y
ke 
David 

Beth Behrs
ACTOR﹐,-(BROKE(GIRLS
This past New Year’s, I went to the Ranch at Rock Creek 
in western Montana to celebrate my 30th birthday. It was 
one of the most private, magical, beautiful places I’ve ever 
been. We rode horses through the mountains, cross-
country skied, ice skated, snowmobiled through the most 
breathtaking scenery I’ve ever experienced, and indulged 
in the most delicious local cuisine from chef Josh Drage. 
I ate the chef’s kids’ menu homemade mac ’n’ cheese at 
least once a day. It was incredible. I also asked to have his 
salads for “dessert,” instead of sweets, because they were 
that scrumptious.
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ROB CORDDRY
ACTOR﹐,BALLERS﹐,SEASON,5,
PREMIERES,JULY,<=,ON,HBO

There isn’t really a bad
Four Seasons, but one 

location stands out among 
the rest. A few of the top 
floors of the Mandalay
Bay hotel in Vegas are a 
sort of “secret” Four Sea-
sons. It’s not really secret 
at all—it just feels that way. 
You can forget you’re in 
Las Vegas until you want 

to remember.
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