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travel worthy trail Rides 
B y  A l i s o n  Lew i s

Where to Saddle Up this Summer
The best way to discover the outdoors this season is the old-
fashioned way—on horseback. Immerse yourself in the 
unforgettable views of wild beauty while experiencing different 
riding cultures with qualified guides. Explore nature at its finest 
on some of the most stunning trail rides of varied levels, from 
New Zealand to Costa Rica.
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SMITH FORK RANCH 
Crawford, Colorado
For the most versatile riding program in 
the West, Smith Fork Ranch in Crawford, 
Colorado (about 2 1/2 hours from Telluride, 
Crested Butte and Aspen) offers fabulous 
trail-riding adventure options for beginners 
and avid riders, with access to 1.7 million 
acres of the Gunnison National Forest and 
West Elk Wilderness areas. Savor incredible 
views of the Colorado Rocky Mountains, 
peaks and valleys through Aspen groves, 
mountain streams and breathtaking vistas. 
Guests have their pick of several riding 
trails on and off the ranch, along the river 
and up the nearby mountains. All of these 
rides take place against the backdrop of the 
West Elk Range.

For a unique experience, take a ride with 
a chef while searching for mushrooms 
and other local ingredients to create a 
meal. Whatever you collect is paired with 
produce from the ranch’s considerably sized 
farmstead, so the meal is created entirely 
from ingredients located within miles of 
the main property. Another creative option 
is the “Cocktail and Horseback Riding 
Experience.” This scenic horseback ride 
takes guests to a hilltop overlooking the 
ranch and valley where cocktails and food 
are served. SmithForkRanch.com

THE FARM AT CAPE KIDNAPPERS 
New Zealand 
The scenery in New Zealand is unparalleled, and horseback riding at The Farm at 
Cape Kidnappers is an amazing way to enjoy the expansive views of the property. Set 
on 6,000 acres with views across the Pacific Ocean, The Farm offers trail rides across 
rolling hills and deep ravines during an afternoon of countryside exploration. Guests 
may even encounter the world’s largest Gannet Colony. Pack a picnic lunch, and find 
a relaxing spot to completely relax midway through your ride. 

CapeKidnappers.com
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threeFORT MCDOWELL 
ADVENTURES 
Scottsdale, Arizona
For some of the best trails in Scottsdale, head 
to Fort McDowell Adventures and set out on a 
spectacular ride through the Verde River. After 
saddling up at The Stables, you will head into 
the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation, home of 
the Yavapai, then down into the Verde River 
Valley, where you likely will catch sight of 
wandering wild mustangs as well as bald eagles 
and other wildlife. The ride commences as you 
climb back up into the Sonoran Desert.

Another fabulous option is The McDowell 
Sonoran Preserve, a protected area of 
land consisting of Scottsdale’s McDowell 
Mountains and Sonoran Desert. Most trails 
in the Preserve are available for 
equestrian use, although some 
are more challenging than 
others. Equestrian staging 
areas are available at Sunrise, 
Lost Dog Wash, Gateway, 
Tom’s Thumb and Brown’s 
Ranch Trailhead. Riding is 
the best way to visit some of 
these remote areas of the Preserve. 
FortMcdowellAdventures.com 
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WESTERN MONTANA 
The Ranch at Rock Creek offers more than 6,600 acres to explore and miles of 
trails to traverse on horseback. Offering 75 horses and a program tailored to all 
skill levels, the beauty of trotting and loping on trails under the wide-open skies, 
alongside sage-brush hillsides and amongst the snowcapped peaks of Montana is 

beyond memorable. The 
Ranch also offers a true 
immersion experience 
into the riding culture 
of Western Montana, 
which includes arena 
and roping lessons, too.

TheRanchAtRockCreek.com

Also find incredible 
trail rides out of Lone 
Mountain Ranch, the 
oldest homestead in Big 
Sky. This 101-year-old 
working horse ranch 
offers terrain in the 
Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem—some of 

the most beautiful in the country. Lone Mountain Ranch holds permits to 
guide in the surrounding Lee Metcalf and Gallatin National Forests areas, too. 
Beehive Basin is one of the most popular trail rides at the ranch. “Riding along 
cool Rocky Mountain streams, you will see Alpine meadows that are alive 
with the colors of springtime,” says Tom McCombs, Lone Mountain Ranch 
Wrangler and Sleigh Ride Dinner Chef on the Beehive Basin. “In June, some 
trails at high elevations are still covered in snow. Yours and the horse’s breath 
in the cool mountain air coming off the snow and the Rocky Mountains 
that surrounds you—there’s just no better place to be in the springtime,” says 

McCombs. LoneMountainRanch.com

LAUCALA ISLAND, FIJI 
Not many people think of Fiji for a trail riding 
experience, but the private paradise of Laucala 
Island offers experiences you won’t soon forget. 
The island has eight Fijian horses to tour one of 
its most secluded beaches, through rainforest and 
across endless coconut plantations, with stops for 
romantic picnics or sunset cocktails along the 
way. 

Laucala.com
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sixKENYA, AFRICA
Fairmont Kenya offers bucket list trail rides because the resort is set high on the 
slopes of Africa’s second highest mountain, straddling the equator. For a unique 
horseback safari adventure, experience the must-do breakfast trail ride at the 
Fairmont Mount Kenya Safari Club. It begins with a leisurely ride across a river 
and through the woods to a top-secret breakfast spot. Travelers will have the prime 
opportunity to see some of the resident animals along the way: zebra (including 
albinos), waterbuck, buffalo and—sometimes—elephants. Enjoy smoked salmon 
from the local river farm and more while relishing the glorious sunrise above the 
snowcapped peaks of Mount Kenya. Fairmont.com/mount-kenya-safari

ALISAL GUEST RANCH & 
RESORT 
Solvang, California
With more than 50 miles of riding trails 
on the 10,500-acre property, Alisal offers 
some of the most gorgeous trail rides 
in the west. Enjoy scenic rides twice 
a day by the 100-acre lake, where you 
may even catch a glimpse of the resident 
bald eagles, canyons, oak trees and shady 
hillsides with views of the Santa Ynez 
wine region and the picturesque town 
of Solvang. Choose one of the evening 
sunset rides (June through August) for 
pure, unspoiled beauty, and do not miss 
the Breakfast Ride (during the summer 
on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday) 
where you will enjoy a campfire cowboy 
breakfast at Old Adobe, the original 
homestead on the property with the best 
flapjacks you have ever tasted. 

Alisal.com
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NEKUPE, SPORTING RESORT & RETREAT 
Nicaragua 
Opening this June, Nekupe is situated on a 1,300-acre protected reserve that requires 
ATVs or horses for getting around. Guests will appreciate a variety of scenic trails 
through grassy Nicaraguan landscape. Owners Alfredo and Theresa Pellas are avid 
adventure enthusiasts and passionate riders themselves, and they have created a place 
where experienced and novice riders can enjoy the breathtaking Nicaragua scenery 
including local wildlife, flora and fauna. Guests will also take in the amazing views of 
Mombacho Volcano. Nekupe.com

HACIENDA ALTAGRACIA, 
AN AUBERGE RESORT 
Costa Rica
Nestled atop the lush mountains of Pérez 
Zeledón, in Costa Rica’s Southern Region, 
AltaGracia offers an astonishing equestrian 
experience. The resort’s equestrian program 
caters to all skill levels. Enjoy trail rides 
while viewing the sunset over the Valle 
de General, or through the neighboring 
plantations and grasslands with varying 
landscape where the resort’s nearly 50 colts 
and horses graze in their natural pasture. 
Guides will accompany guests through 
unpaved trails to enjoy unsurpassed views of 
the Brunqueña and Talamanca Mountains 
and neighboring coffee, flower and tropical 
fruit plantations. 

AubergeResorts.com
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tenTANQUE VERDE RANCH 
Tucson, Arizona
Located on 60,000 scenic desert acres within the 
Saguaro National Park and the Coronado National 
Forest, Tanque Verde Ranch is the largest working 
dude ranch in the country. With more than 160 
horses, the ranch has a variety of trail options for 
riders of all skill levels. Experience the guided 
tours through the Sonoran Dessert and up into the 
Rincon Mountains for regularly scheduled sunset, 
morning and mountain trail rides. The Mountain 
Adventure Ride (offered several times per week) 
is an intermediate level ride that lasts up to four 
hours and ventures throughout the property and 
Saguaro National Park, allowing guests a chance to 
experience the local wildlife and beautiful prickly 
pear cacti that surround the resort. “Their famous 
prickly pear margaritas (made from an on-property 
harvest) are the perfect treat after a long day in 
the saddle,” says Breanna Shirk, J Public Relations, 
Senior Publicist.

One of the most popular trail rides is the twice-
weekly Breakfast Ride, which takes place Thursday 
and Sunday mornings. As guests make their way to 
the Old Homestead, they pass towering cacti and 
rolling hills. Upon reaching their destination, guests 
indulge in a freshly cooked breakfast including 
the ranch’s famous blueberry pancakes. “They are 
heavenly,” says Brianna.

TanqueVerdeRanch.com
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elevenOregon
In Oregon, ride and sip your way through 
Oregon Wine Country with Equestrian 
Wine Tours. Take a comfortable ride through 
the famous Red Hills of Dundee with the 
breathtaking countryside views as you wind 
your way between the vines. Hitch up at the 
wineries and taste the award-winning varieties 
of the Willamette Valley.
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At Elijah Bristow State Park on the 
Willamette River, riders will find more 
than 10 miles of trails, including a portion 
of the Eugene to Pacific Crest Trail. Just 
outside Florence in the Oregon Dunes 
National Recreation Area, equestrians 
can enjoy a beautiful beach ride at Baker 
Beach.

In Eastern Oregon, immerse yourself 
in an authentic working cattle ranch 
experience with Wilson Ranches 
Retreat. Ride up the high desert hills of 
Eastern Oregon to awaken your senses 
with breathtaking views and big-sky 
horizons in all directions. Ride through 
the history of the Old West, where early 
homesteaders and the Wilson family have 
carved out their lives.
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twelveEMIRATES ONE&ONLY 
Wolgan Valley, Australia
Experience the spectacular landscape of Wolgan Valley with the ride of your life at Emirates 
One&Only Wolgan Valley. Pass by kangaroos or wallaroos, which are actually relaxed in the 
presence of the horses. Horses are carefully chosen for their calm temperaments, are well 

schooled and a pleasure to ride and 
guests ride horses suited to their 
experience abilities.

For those seeking a private, tailored 
horse riding adventure, saddle up 
with an experienced guide on a 
memorable exploration of some 
of the most stunning countryside 
imaginable. Longer rides head 
to remote areas of the reserve 
through the spectacular grasslands, 
woodlands, rivers and ridgelines of 
Wolgan Valley. Riders cross rivers 
and streams, pass through beautiful 
eucalyptus forest and travel steeply 

upwards to go across some of the higher ridgelines accessible to the horses. 

OneAndOnlyResorts.com/one-and-only-wolgan-valley-australia 
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• Tanque Verde Ranch.
• Fairmont Kenya: Raffles 

Hotels & Resorts
• Smith Fork ranch
• Laucala Island, Fiji
• Alisal Guest Resort
• Nekupe Sporting Resort 

and Retreat 
• Hacienda AltaGracia, an 

Auberge Resort
• Cape Kidnappers
• Emirates One&Only 

Wolgan Valley
• Ranch at Rock Creek
• Lone Mountain Ranch
• Christian Heeb
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