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SUMMER STAYCATIONS: 85-PLUS WAYS TO PLAY TOURIST RIGHT HERE AT HOME p. 64

GLAMPING 
GETAWAYS

King-size beds, private decks, incredible views,  
gourmet s’mores? Luxury outdoor escapes make  

camping a five-star experience p. 52

REEL GOOD 
FOOD

RiNo’s Fish N Beer is a 
seafood lover’s delight

SMALL-TOWN 
CHARM
Spend a long  

weekend in idyllic 
Salida

GARDEN  
VARIETY

Top tips for growing 
herbs, veggies & more

 

 OFF TO THE 
RACES

Fun run, 10K or  
marathon? Running 

season is here

PITCH PERFECT: Who needs a hotel room 
when you can sleep in style under the stars 

with Collective Retreats near Vail?
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Where the Wild Things Are 
Montana’s Ranch at Rock Creek offers once-in-a-lifetime experiences and unparalleled luxury—all set within jaw-dropping scenery

BY JENNIE NUNN

I
t’s 2:30 a.m. and 9 degrees outside. I’m curled underneath a soft 
down duvet in a canvas tent and wake abruptly to hear a rustling 
in the surrounding trees. “Is it a bear?” I think as my heart starts to 
race. “An elk? A moose?” Whatever it is, I quickly realize I’m out of 

harm’s way inside the decked-out glamping tent complete with a fire-
place at the five-star, all-inclusive Ranch at Rock Creek situated near 
Philipsburg, Montana. I drift back to sleep. 

The next morning, I awake to the first rays of sunlight beaming into 
the tent and the smell of fresh coffee. I don my cowboy boots (a pair 
I’ve borrowed from the ranch’s general store, the Rod & Gun Club) for 
horseback riding, walk out the door—and discover I’m a mere 30 feet 

away from a moose, or cow, and her calf. “Wow!” I think, marveling at 
the 7-foot creature. I stand quietly and stare for a moment, careful not 
to move, and meet her gaze. It’s not until one of the house cars pulls 
up in front to pick me up for morning activities that we both begin to 
slowly walk away.

I refer to this as my “moose moment.” Though I grew up camping 
and going to ranches and summer camps all over the West and have 
been face-to-face with wildlife on safaris, this once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence and the overall vibe of the ranch is truly different. The 6,600-acre 
luxury property, currently owned by Jim Manley, features a range of 
accommodations, including two-story log homes, a 19th-century-style 

RANCH STYLE Whether you ride 
(horses or bikes), fish, practice 
yoga or just relax, the views at Rock 
Creek are amazing.
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barn with three rooms, glamping cabins and the Granite Lodge with 
nine guestrooms. But, aside from the sheer beauty of the bucolic site, 
dotted with rustic, cast-off covered wagons, a wooden bridge and a 
river running through it, the real allure might just be the extensive 
menu of seasonal activities: yoga, snowga, horseback riding (there are 
75 horses at the ranch), archery, mountain biking, sporting clays, fat 
bike tours, stagecoach rides, hiking, fly-fishing, geocaching, snowmo-
biling, snowcat tours, ice skating, the Silver Dollar Saloon (with bil-
liards, shuffleboard and a small bowling alley) and the Little Grizzlies 
Club, an outdoor educational program for children 4-12. If you want 
to get off the property, take a field trip to the tiny town of Philipsburg, 
where you’ll find old saloon-style storefronts, including the Sapphire 
Gallery (sapphiregallery.com) and the retro Sweet Pallace (sweetpalace.
com), a two-story Victorian candy emporium.

Awarded the Forbes Travel Guide Five-Star Award for the third 
consecutive year (the only guest ranch in the world with this rating), 
Rock Creek also offers a number of options for taking the day off 
from hard play, with hammocks, an on-site library and DVD collec-

tion and the Granite Spa, replete with more than 25 treatments using 
products from local companies such as Sage & Cedar in Whitefish, 
Montana, and wild-harvested goods from Little Barn Apothecary. 
For tired and achy muscles (like sore legs from horseback riding), 
head to the spa’s cedar sauna or book a signature treatment like the 
Hiker’s Refresh, with a foot soak followed by a paraffin wax treatment 
and reflexology on hands and feet, or the Clearing Sagebrush Scrub, 
inspired by the area’s Sagebrush Flats using wild-harvested Montana 
sage, organic coconut oil and Himalayan sea salt. Call it the ultimate 
can’t-put-a-price-tag-on-it vacation.  DLM

NEED-TO-KNOW INFO
RANCH AT ROCK CREEK
From $900 per night; 79 Carriage House Lane, Philipsburg, Mon-
tana / 877.786.1545 / theranchatrockcreek.com
GETTING THERE
You can fly either Delta Airlines or United Airlines to Missoula, 
Montana (MSO), about 1 1/2 hours from the ranch, or Bozeman 
Yellowstone International Airport (BZN), a 2 1/2-hour drive. Drive 
time from Denver is around 12 hours.


