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Red Horse
Mountain Ranch 

Harrison, ID

Western Pleasure
Guest Ranch 

Sandpoint, ID

Feel at home on the range?

Did you know the term “dude” did not originate in 

California surf culture? Rather, it was coined back in 

the 1870s by rangers in Yellowstone National Park to 

describe any visitor from the East. Over the course 

of the next few decades, the word dude was applied 

specifically to people who hired guides in the West.

 

Most of these guests came to hunt and to live the life 

of a Westerner, even if it was only for a few weeks 

at a time. They typically camped at night by a fire or 

pitched tents on the range.

 

Not all of the dudes roughed it, however. Buffalo Bill 

Cody guided a group of wealthy New Yorkers who 

weren’t the least bit interested in a dinner of beans 

by the campfire. No, these dudes brought their own 

French chefs, as well as waiters who set up a dining 

tent each night, complete with tablecloths, fine china 

and silverware.

Ranchers soon discovered there was a market and 

the dude ranch phenomenon was born, proving the 

mountains and prairies are more than just a place – 

they're a state of mind. Today, these ranches offer an 

authentic cowboy adventure without sacrificing the 

luxury and comfort found in everyday life.

 

Dude Ranch getaways are known for their 

traditional week-long experiences featuring trail 

riding and western lifestyle activities in remote and 

rugged locations. 

 

On the following pages, explore ruggedly beautiful 

dude ranches situated in mountains and prairies. 

Head to the wild wild West and experience the fresh 

mountain air, open spaces, and the feel of a steady 

horse beneath you as you top the next rise. >>

Triple J Ranch 
Augusta, MT

Vista Verde Ranch 
Steamboat Springs, CO 

The Ranch at
Rock Creek
Philipsburg, MT 



As a Relais & Châteaux property, The Ranch at Rock 

Creek is the world’s first Forbes Travel Guide Five-

Star guest ranch and is the United States’ founding 

member of the Nat Geo Lodges of the World.

The Ranch at Rock Creek offers year-round 

vacations on an authentic 19th century homestead, 

where Western adventure and lavish all-inclusive 

amenities await. Wide-open skies, sagebrush 

hillsides and snow-capped peaks are best 

experienced on horseback. The Ranch at Rock 

Creek’s Rod & Gun Club fits guests with hats, boots 

and riding helmets as needed. It offers a riding 

program that is highly customizable for each guest, 

with wranglers at the ready to guide you through 

this essential ranch experience. The Ranch operates 

in the spirit of play, where travelers immerse 

themselves in the riding culture of western Montana 

rather than seeing it through the slats on a corral.

With 6,600 acres of mountains and trails to explore, 

small group sizes ensure your riding experience is 

not nose-to-tail. There are opportunities for trotting 

and loping on all trails, contingent on rider ability 

and comfort level. Flat creek side trails are best for 

beginners, while treks to peaks and rolling pine trails 

are enjoyed by intermediate to advanced riders. 

Each accommodation at The Ranch is as distinctive 

as it is magnificent. When it comes to luxury in 

the great outdoors, The Ranch merges mountain 

elements with premium amenities, offering 29 

accommodations in four different styles, including 

Granite Lodge Rooms and Historic Barn Suites.

T H E  R A N C H
A T  R O C K  C R E E K

Philipsburg, MT 

VISIT THE RANCH ONLINE AT THERANCHATROCKCREEK.COM.
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