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Five-star The Ranch 
at Rock Creek offers a range 
of traditional  winter  activities 
with contem po rary comforts. 
By Kate Donnelly

Little Dix Bay, the British Virgin 
Islands’ most beloved property, 
shines again. By Samantha Brooks

charms beckon guests to unplug, and there’s 
plenty of adventure on tap. Guests gather at 
the reconstructed Rod & Gun Club for the 
property’s famed fly-fishing, magically set on 
the four miles of Rock Creek’s winding, trout-
filled waters. You’ll also find horseback riding 
with well-stocked stables (a handsome brood 
of 75) and 6,600 acres to explore.

In winter, guests can venture to the near-
by Discovery Ski Area for downhill skiing; 
gear, transportation, and a gourmet lunch 
are included. Meanwhile, back at the ranch, 
you’ll find a slew of activities—snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing, ice skating, snowmobiles, 
and a horse-drawn sleigh. By summer, gentler 
weather ushers in idle days of bird-watching, 
paintball, a ropes course, 3-D archery, biking, 
and hiking. There’s even an authentic rodeo. 
And, for those who like pampering, the cozy 
Granite Spa lets you soak in a cedar sauna 
or indulge in a handcrafted sage scrub or hot 
stone massage. 

Come mealtime, hearty multicourse, 
wood-fired dinners from chef Josh Drage lean 
on seasonal fare for cowboy-style breakfasts, 
Montana elk rib-eye, and grass-fed burgers. 
The ranch also stocks a highly touted wine list. 

boat and visit the small keys, visit the local 
solar-powered brewery, snorkel, relax in the 
spa, or hike around the 500-acre property. 
Everything you’d want to do in the region can 
be done easily, directly from our dock or right 
on property,” he says.  

Those resigned to stay on property will 
not be disappointed. The property’s two iconic 
restaurants—the Pavilion and the Sugar Mill—
have been restored, and they’ve added the Reef 
House, where fishermen cruise in daily with 
their fresh catch and the chef writes a new 
menu each day based on available ingredients 
from the sea and the onsite garden. Through-
out the property, chefs from seven different 
nationalities create a range of menu items, 
as well as pop-up food and beverage venues 
throughout the seasons, assuring guests will 
never get bored. Additionally, the Rum Room 
bar overlooks the picturesque bay and features 
a range of hard-to-find rums. From $1,000 for 
an ocean view cottage; rosewoodhotels.com

Getting there: 
Flying from New York to the BVI typically 
takes six hours, with a stopover in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. Once landed on Beef Island, the 

Situated on a swath of 6,600 acres of remote 
wilderness and dotted with timber-clad cab-
ins and bespoke glamping tents, The Ranch at 
Rock Creek, in Philipsburg, Montana, features 
all the trappings of a rugged Western getaway, 
but in a luxury setting. In 2010, the 19th cen-
tury homestead, under the Relais & Châteaux 
umbrella, became a guest ranch and remains 
the only five-star property in Big Sky country. 

When he was a boy, owner Jim Manley, a 
NYC-based investment banker, dreamed of 
owning a ranch, and was a fan of Westerns like 
Bonanza and The Magnificent Seven. He told 
his father, “I’m going to get a horse, and a gun, 
and a ranch.” Over time, Manley’s checklist 
became even more specific: a low-altitude 
ranch with alpine beauty, a river running 
through it, and a nearby Old West town and 
ski resort. He also wanted to make sure there 
were grizzly bears, paved highways nearby, and 
no poisonous snakes. And, in 2007, he finally 
found his ranch.

Today, the 29-room sprawl—from one- 
bedroom suites to five-bedroom log homes—
claims buttery chocolate and crimson interi-
ors, nostalgic plaids, Navajo rugs, frontier-style 
antiques, and freestanding bathtubs. Rustic 

Flying over the British Virgin Islands—the 
collection of more than 60 islands just east of 
Puerto Rico—it’s immediately clear that this 
region is not like other parts of the Caribbean. 
Its four main islands, Tortola, Virgin Gorda, 
Anegada, and Jost Van Dyke, sprout up in jag-
ged shapes, while the rest of the islands in the 
archipelago surround them in clusters, often 
just a stone’s throw away.  

The largest island, Tortola, has a popula-
tion of only 35,000, and 16 of the country’s is-
lands are completely uninhabited. Indeed, this 
low-key sanctuary has been a secluded retreat 
for decades. Philanthropist and conservation-
ist Laurence Rockefeller first established Little 
Dix Bay on the 8.5-square-mile island of Virgin 
Gorda in 1964 as a luxury retreat nestled with-
in a pristine environment. And in the decades 
since, the concept of the resort has not changed 
much, even when it became a Rosewood 
property in 1993. When Hurricane Irma hit 
in September 2017, the property was ravaged. 
But after an extensive renovation by OBMI 
architects and acclaimed interior design firm 
Meyer Davis, the resort has reclaimed its place 
as one of the world’s most captivating getaways, 
receiving guests once again this last January. 

“When resorts rebuild after something 
like this, they often come back bigger. We ac-
tually came back smaller,” says Andreas Pade, 
the property’s managing director, pointing to 
how the inventory went from 95 to 80 guest 
rooms. “In downsizing, we created new suite 
inventory, with one-bedroom pool suites and 
two-bedroom suites right on the beach. We 
didn’t just rebuild but enhance. There is a no-
tion that something terrible happened, but you 
have to rebuild, and in knowing that, we were 
conscious about coming back better.”  

Environment and sustainability were at 
the forefront of the renovation. The property 
added a farm in order to source more ingre-
dients locally. “There’s been a resurgence in 
farming here. With few jobs available after 
the devastation, we wanted to do something 
to support the small farmers,” says Pade. 
“Also, sustainability is spoken about, but often 
there is a financial burden. We felt strongly 
that people should become more aware about 
it, so we eliminated single-use plastics, add-
ed water-treatment facilities, and have been 
conscious of our footprint.” 

While nightlife and luxury shopping are 
scarce in the BVI, the area is known for its 
rugged natural beauty, all of which can be 
explored directly from Little Dix Bay. “We’ve 
had the same dive operator located on our 
dock for 20 years. You can go out on a small 

THE GETAWAY

Los Angeles
THE GETAWAY

New York

The Wild 
Rocking West 

Small Setback, 
Big Improvement 

1–3. The property 
occupies 6,600 
acres in Montana, 
prime for a range 
of winter pursuits 
as well as summer 
activities. 

6. Little Dix Bay is set 
on a 600-acre prop-
erty  originally devel-
oped by Laurence 
Rockefeller in 1964. 

7. The new Rum Bar 
was added at the top 
of the iconic Pavilion.

At night, gather around a crackling fire, with 
hot chocolate or seasonal craft cocktails, or 
venture to the Silver Dollar Saloon for billiards, 
bowling, and karaoke. The Buckle Barn is the 
spot for live music and barn dances. And, while 
your ranch wardrobe will most likely include 
jeans, f lannels, and f leeces, the ranch also 
stocks loaners from waders to cowboy boots.

“The Ranch should be a place where people 
can become kids again and share that expe-
rience with friends and family,” Manley says. 
“I think we’ve accomplished that.”

From $1,800, all inclusive; theranchatrock 
-creek.com

Take home the look: 
A well-curated mercantile lets you stock up on 
branded ranch gear, Patagonia fleeces, Stetson 
hats, and Pendleton blankets.

Getting there: 
For a winter sojourn, connecting flights on Del-
ta from LAX to Salt Lake City (SLC)  arrive into 
Missoula (MSO), followed by a 1.5-hour drive 
to Philipsburg. Private planes land at MSO or 
Anaconda, a 45-minte drive. Helicopter travel 
to and from The Ranch can also be arranged.

property can arrange a 20-minute boat trans-
fer. Or, keep things simple and charter a sea 
plane directly through Tropic Ocean Airways. 
The planes depart from St. Thomas (which re-
ceives direct four-hour flights from New York) 
and can have you at the dock of Little Dix Bay 
in less than 15 minutes. The company also flies 
from San Juan, which is about a 40-minute 
seaplane flight directly to the property. From 
about $6,500 for a plane that can accommo-
date eight passengers; flytropic.com  

4. The Ranch carries 
a traditional Western 
theme throughout. 

5. Accommodati-
ons are a mix of 
glamping tents and 
timber-clad cabins.
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