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CHECKING IN
Visit the Ranch at Rock Creek, and Montana’s western 

spirit will stoke family fun.  BY JEN MURPHY

Opposite: The 
main dining room 

calls for family 
affairs and special 

events. From top: 
Days are spent 

exploring nature 
via horseback; 

cozy cabins allow 
for privacy yet are 

ideal for family 
escapes.

Unplug. Serenity. Repeat.  
From rodeos and wrangling to barn dances and 
bonfires, the Ranch at Rock Creek makes it easy 
to put down your iPhone and channel your inner 
cowboy and cowgirl. While there are plenty of 
bonding moments, the Ranch also encourages 
guests to find time to themselves. This might 
mean father and son go fly fishing while mom 
follows up her morning mountain bike ride with 
a soak at the Granite Spa. Or grandma goes to 
yoga while grandpa hits the sporting clays. While 
mom and dad enjoy quiet time by their cabin’s 
fireplace or on a romantic hike, kids can go off 
on wildlife-spotting excursions or survival-skills 
outings with the Little Grizzlies, a program for 
children ages 4 to 12 that combines outdoor 
education with adventure. And if the adults want 
to enjoy a tasting menu in Granite Lodge, the kids 
can join their Little Grizzlies counselors for their 
own special meal of barbecue chicken and mac n’ 
cheese in the Silver Dollar Saloon. The evening 
campfire acts like a magnet, drawing families back 
together for s’mores and cowboy stories. 

Haute Hospitality 
Located in Missoula, Montana, this 6,600-acre 
luxury dude ranch specializes in bringing families 
together around unforgettable experiences. 
Family-friendly takes on a whole new meaning 
here. You’ll be welcomed with a premium bottle of 
wine and also receive a $100 ranch credit for the 
spa, mercantile or the reserve wine list. A range 
of accommodations, from a one-bedroom log 
cabin to a two-floor, four-bedroom home, cater 
to every occasion, whether you’re gathering the 
clan for a family reunion or getting away with the 
in-laws. With three sets of twin bunk beds and a 

queen pullout bed, the 
remodeled stables in the 
ranch’s 19th-century barn 
create the perfect crash 
pad for kids. The hayloft 
and tack room have also 
been re-imagined into 
stylish Western digs, 
making the entire barn a 
great option for families 
or friends traveling 
with tykes. Parents who 
want to give their kids 
a camping experience 
without sacrificing 
comfort can book family 
canvas cabins. Perched 
creekside, the cabins 
feature two rooms 
separated by a curtain 
and can comfortably 
sleep two adults and up 
to three kids. 

The Spirit of Play
What’s more, an all-
inclusive rate means 
there’s no limit of fun. 
The Ranch embraces 
“the spirit of play,” 

where guests immerse themselves in Western 
cowboy culture. A working ranch, Rock Creek 
owns nearly 75 horses. The Rod & Gun Club 
outfits guests with everything they’ll need for a 
day in the saddle, from boots to a Stetson and 
daily guided trail rides covering sagebrush-
covered hills and Montana’s famous wide-
open skies. In the summer, the Ranch hosts a 
weekly rodeo at Camp Roosevelt Arena. Watch 
from the stands as professional cowboys ride 
bucking broncos, or get in on the action with 
wheelbarrow races, boot tosses, and other 
events. On Friday mornings throughout the 
summer, a horse-drawn wagon ride delivers 
guests to Piney Pond for a traditional fireside 
cowboy breakfast. The smell of coffee roasting 
on the coals hits guests before they reach 
an elaborate al fresco spread of Dutch oven 
delicacies like gooey cinnamon rolls and cast-
iron-cooked bacon and vegetable frittatas. 

 Family Fun.  
Visit the website on the 
back cover and enter 
OFFER M19812 to unlock 
the wonder of the west. 
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